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Coming Events:

6/30 — Blue Rocks
Baseball Game leave
church at 5:15 PM

7/17 — B&P Work Day

7/18 Community
Chicken Dinner 5PM

7/19-23 — VBS 9AM -
noon

7/ 27 Faith & Family
Night with the Phillies

8/1-8/6 — “Shacc” Youth
High Adventure Camp in
WVA

8/5-6 — Global Leadership
Summit (Willow Creek)

9/10-11 — Women of
Faith

9/12 — Rally Day 9 AM,
9:30 Worship followed
by Pancake Brunch

9/19 - First 10:30 AM
worship
Media Super Sunday

10/1-3 — Men’s Retreat at
Lake Champion

Welcome Jan Wooden
Sunday, June 19 marked Janet
Wooden’s first Sunday as Music
Director of MPC. It was not
however, the first time she has led
us in musical worship. Jan has
accompanied soloists and most
recently she accompanied our
choir for the Easter cantata.

Jan comes to us with a long
and varied background as organist
and choir director at various local
churches—She even knew Pastor
John at Manoa Presbyterian. A
resident of Broomall, Jan has two
daughters, Laura who directs the
bands at Paxton Hollow Middle
School and Kim who is beginning
college at Delaware County
Community College. As an added
bonus Jan’s husband, Gary,
usually comes along with her so
watch for him and welcome him to
our church family.

Having played at several
blended worship service, Jan is
looking forward to combining the
music of the Celebration Band
with the organ and choir to unite
our worship experience into the
unity which blends “psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs"
(Ephesians 5:19) in a harmonious
symphony of praise.

Summer Schedule

Summer Worship opportunities:

e Thursdays —contemporary-
style service in Martin
Chapel at 7:30 PM. Bible
Study precedes the service
at 6:00 PM.

e Sundays—in the sanctuary
at 9:30 AM followed by
punch on the lawn.

Community Chicken
Dinner

Following on last year’s successful
Community Chicken Dinner,
Sharon Reed has agreed to help
coordinate the 2" Annual
Community Chicken Dinner on
Sunday, July 18 at 5:00 PM. Food
includes chicken (of course), hot
dogs, potato salad, cole slaw,
salad, bread, watermelon, cakes,
cookies. Ten dollars will purchase
20 food tickets.

Invite your friends and
neighbors to join us. There will be
music and games and moon
bounce for children.

Pastor Nominating
Committee

The Church Information Form
(CIF) which gives a picture of
whom we are, what we believe and
what skills, gifts and talents we
believe would most compliment
and expand the ministry of
Middletown Presbyterian Church
was approved by Presbytery and
sent to the denomination’s
headquarters. We are waiting for
our form to be matched with
pastors whose theology, gifts and
ministry interests that “match”
what Middletown Presbyterian is
looking for.

If you have suggestions of
pastors you believe the PNC
should consider, please contact
Ken Schreffler, PNC chair.



Deacons Doings

Two on-going services that the Deacons provide
are transportation and the lending of
handicapped and hospital equipment. Both
services are coordinated by the Deacons with the
help of other church members. We offer
transportation to church activities and doctor and
hospital appointments for those who have no
other means of transportation. Contact Rusty
Abrams at 610-566-2946 if you need
transportation or if you would be able to provide
a ride for someone who needs it. The more
volunteers that participate, the more effective
this service will be.

Carl Hughes oversees the Hospital Supply
inventory, which is stored in the boiler room area
of the church. Available for borrowing are
wheelchairs, shower seats, canes, walkers, and
other items for the handicapped. Call Carl at
610-459-0235 if you would like to borrow an
item or if you would like to donate a piece of
equipment for the benefit of others.

Session

The Session met on Tuesday, June 15

e Matt Miazga will preach July 25 and 29"
as Pastor John will be away.

e We welcome Jan Wooden as our new
organist/music director on June 20

e Men’sretreat is in October.

e Pastor John will lead a bible study again
at White Horse Village in the fall.

e Sunday worship will continue at 9:30
through Rally Day on September 12 with
a pancake breakfast to follow.

e Worship will begin at 10:30 starting
September 19.

e Ken Schreffler reported that our Church
Information Form (CIF) has been
approved by the Committee on Ministry
of the Philadelphia Presbytery. The
Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC)
can now receive and review Pastor
Information Forms (PIF’S).

Legacy Progress

The Legacy team met on Friday, June 18 to
continue finalizing contractors. Thus far they
have chosen a concrete contractor and a plumber,

pending verification of insurance etc. After an
electrical issue is settled they will choose an
electrician. There are also some changes
affecting the Air Conditioning which require a
modification on the contractor’s original bid. As
soon as all the contractors have contracts signed
the permit applications will be submitted to the
township. Please continue to PRAY'!

Financial Update

We continue to bring in just about enough to pay
our current expenses but have not paid out our
mission obligations. As the summer begins it is
important to try and keep your pledges and
offerings up to date so the church can pay
expenses.

Scriptures and Sermons

June 27 How to Live in Sin City, Part 1
Daniel 11:211

July 1/4 How to Live in Sin City, Part 2
Daniel 3:1-30

July 8/11 Scout's Honor, Amos 7:7-17

July 15/18 A Basket of Ripe Fruit, Amos 8:1-
12

July 22 - John King preaching, A Marriage
Made in Heaven, Hosea 1:1-11

July 25/29 Matt Miazga preaching, Hosea
1:1-11

August 1 - John King preaching, God and
Mortals, Hosea 11:1-11

August 5/8 - For the Mouth of the Lord Has

Spoken, Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
August 12/15 Rotten Tomatoes! Isaiah 5:1-7

August 19/22 Here | Am, Lord, Send Them,
Jeremiah 1:1-10

August 26/29 Bigger and Better, Jeremiah 2:4-13




Needed for VBS

Items needed for the 2010 VBS program...
large red pots.....No plants...just the pots and
Sand color bricks. We will need snacks such as
fruit rollups, pretzels and cupcakes and juice.

Come Out to the Ball Game
MPC and Aston Presbyterian Churches have the
opportunity tosSing the National Anthem at the
June 30 Blue Rocks Game this year. Come out to
sing or just to watch the game.

Mark your calendar for the July 27 Faith &
Family Night Phillies game against the
Diamondbacks.

Knit Night WEDNESDAYS

Join us for Knit Night (2" and 4" Wednesdays)
or just ask for needles, yarn and instructions--
we'll gladly help YOU help OTHERS.

We are currently "renting" an area on the 2™
floor of the CE Building in the Purple Room and
can get you all stocked up any Sunday morning.
Need transportation? Give the office a call.

Call Linda Fox at (610) 574-0936 or Janet
Gemsheim at (610) 891-1827 to request a prayer
shawl or for more information.

B&P Work Day

We have tasks for skilled and unskilled labor
during our scheduled Work day from 8:30-12:30
on July 17. Any help would be appreciated.
Individuals able to help can contact Lisa
McWaters @ Imcwaters01@msn.com.

Women of Faith
Spring is here and, believe it or not, Fall is just
around the corner. So is Women of Faith!
Ladies, this is so special, loud, exciting,
uplifting, and spirit filled, that you don't want to
miss it. We take the bus so you don't even have
to drive. There are about 5 tickets left at $89.
It is September 10 and 11— Friday during the
day and evening, Saturday all day. Share a ticket
with someone if you can't do it all. Believe me
when | tell you that you'll want to do it all!
Contact Janet Gemsheim (610) 891-1827.

CRAFTER ALERT!!!

The wonderful days of Summer 2010 are just
ahead of us, and it’s nearly impossible to even
THINK about Christmas, but crafters know that
NOW is the right time to begin planning those
holiday gifts! Outreach and Publicity will once
again this year host a craft and information table
at the Penncrest High School Holiday Fair in
November (as well as an event table at Sun
Valley in October) and we will need a variety of
items to sell. In the past, we’ve been able to raise
several hundred dollars with the beautiful hand-
made treasures donated by the talented hands and
loving hearts of our church family. Please
consider creating something for the “craft table”
as one of your projects while you enjoy your
summer!!!

The Global Leadership Summit
The Global Leadership Summit will be held
August 5-6 at Church Of The Savior, if you
would like more information go to
http://www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/2010/
The Summit will be broadcast live via
satellite from the Willow Creek campus to the
Church of the Savior. The price is $145.00. If
you are interested in going, let Chriss know.

Church Office Closed:

Friday, July 2" — vacation day for the secretary
Monday, July 5" — 4™ of July Holiday for staff of
MPC

Men’s Picnic

One Sunday afternoon in August there will be a
Men’s Picnic to watch the DVD from last year’s
Men’s Retreat and talk about Men’s programs.
Watch for the date!

Media Super Sunday — September 19
PLEASE join us for an hour or two to help serve
water, work the kid craft area, or just be your
charming self and hang out with your pals from
MPC. Let's show the community what "a nice
bunch of folks" we are!!



The Adventures of Michael Washington
Continues

About the last place | wanted to be on this
incredibly hot August day was the somewhat
dilapidated quarters of the district court in
Wilman Valley's old Town Hall. The Town Hall
had been built in the late 19th century and,
despite several makeovers through the years and
a stately outward appearance, | knew from
previous experience that many of its mechanical
systems were a bit faulty. This meant it was
quite often cold in the winter and the air
conditioning fought a losing battle during the
summer. My expectations of being greeted by
cool air when | arrived were pretty low, so |
appreciated the air conditioning in my car a little
more than usual as | made the brief drive from
church.

I had been asked to serve as a character
witness for Sid Andrews, one of our high school
kids from church, who had been caught on the
wrong side of the law and now found himself
having to answer to the formal charges. When |
arrived, | saw a handful of familiar faces,
primarily parents of Sid's friends, whom | had
seen around town on various occasions. Sid's
parents, much to my disappointment, were not
present, but not because they didn't care or were
irresponsible parents. Sid hadn't told them about
the court date. | encouraged him to do so, but he
couldn't muster the courage and, to maintain
confidentiality, | hadn't told them either.

Scott Andrews teaches an excellent Sunday
School class for our adult department at church
and is a close friend, so it was difficult for me to
wait for Sid to share this information with his
mom and dad. Scott and Denise knew about
Sid's encounter with the police. In fact, it was
Scott who went to the police station when Sid
was arrested and brought him home.
Unfortunately, Sid and the police (who assumed
Scott knew the details) failed to tell Scott about
the court date and the charges. He thought that
Sid was getting off with a warning and a hard
earned lesson.

Sid was a fascinating kid and had become a
refreshing curiosity in our church. Unlike his
two sisters, Sid chose to identify with the
alternative crowd at school. They dressed

differently, did crazy things with their hair and
didn't particularly care what the cool kids
thought about them. At one time, Sid was into
some pretty negative stuff, but at the end of his
junior year, after some intense and personal
searching, he had given his life to Christ. This
caused some dramatic changes in Sid and in
many of his friends, as well, but he didn't change
the way he dressed and he didn't stop hanging
out with his old friends. This really confused the
kids in the church youth group as well as the
fellowship group at school and they were even
more confused when they realized that Sid and |
were good friends and that his mom and dad
were excited about him no matter how he
dressed or who he hanged out with. Lance used
to be scared to death of Sid and was really
surprised one day when Sid made a big deal of
coming over to him in the school library and
saying hello. From that point on, Lance and Sid
were special friends, and Lance's ninth grade
friends were in awe of him.

Sometimes, however, Sid had a rough time
sorting things out as he tried to reach out to his
friends and be obedient to Christ at the same
time. That's what happened in mid-July when
Sid was hanging out with a bunch of his buddies
at Rami's Skate Shop. The shop was closed and
it was such a hot night that none of the guys even
felt like messing around with their skateboards.
Then, one of the guys had a creative idea. He
said, "Let's go over to Skytop Swim Club, climb
the fence and take a swim!" It was an
oppressively hot night, so everyone agreed
enthusiastically, never considering the problem
that the pool had closed an hour before, that none
of them were members and that they could get
into some big trouble....and, unbeknownst to
most of the guys, two of their buddies had a six
pack of beer that they were planning to enjoy.

They hopped on their skateboards and
zipped through the dark to the neighborhood by
the swim club and then quietly sneaked up the
hill to the pool, whispering excitedly and helping
each other climb the cyclone fence as quietly as
possible. Once they started swimming, however,
they were less careful about the noise and had no
idea how much sound travels on a dark, muggy,
summer night. They discovered later that a
neighbor heard the splashes and was concerned



that someone might drown, so she called the
police. Suddenly, the whole gang, feeling cooler
and wetter, found themselves under the beam of
several hot searchlights. The police actually
handcuffed them and started putting them in two
police cars when the real problem arose. They
caught Rusty Hess trying to get rid of the six
pack of beer. What started as a simple escapade
had now turned into something more serious.
The law required that all of the kids, whether
they were actually drinking or not, be charged
with illegal possession of an intoxicating
beverage. This is the part that Sid never revealed
to his mom and dad and this was the reason that |
was sitting in a hot courtroom.

When Scott went to pick Sid up at the police
station, he worked very hard to keep a serious
and angry face. Scott and Denise had very good
memories and both of them had done their share
of climbing fences and going swimming when
they were kids and, although they wanted Sid to
know that he had done something wrong, they
were prepared to be very forgiving. Even the
patrolman who released Sid to his father
commented that he was a good kid, but, in front
of Sid, he kept a very stern demeanor. When
they returned home, Sid, feeling very guilty and
ashamed, asked his dad to do a bible study with
him. It was an unusual request, and Scott was
ready to go to sleep, but he and Denise grabbed
their bibles and Scott read the account of the
woman caught in adultery. When he came to the
final line ("Go and sin no more"), he read, "Go
and swim no more!" Sid was incredulous.
"Does it really say that?" he asked. Then he saw
his father's smile and they all had a good laugh
and went to bed.

As the district justice entered the courtroom,
however, no one was laughing. Sid was facing
the possibility of a large fine and the suspension
of his driver's license for six months because of
the presence of alcohol. He was one scared
teenager and he knew that somewhere along the
line, he was going to have to tell his parents the
rest of the story. The judge chose to address all
the boys together instead of individually and he
began by speaking very sternly about the
seriousness of the charges. As it turned out, |
never was required to testify as a character
witness because the judge, at the end, was lenient

and allowed all of the boys to plead to a lesser
charge of creating a public disturbance which
would not appear on their permanent record.
They did, however, have to pay a $165 fine.

Sid walked down the hallway with me to the
cashier's office and paid the fine in cash. He had
a job at a local fast food restaurant and had been
saving his money so that he could pay for two of
his friends to join him at a Young Life camp
during the third week of August. The boys'
parents thought that Sid's parents had provided
the scholarship money. Neither they nor the
boys knew that Sid had secretly decided to pay
their way and let them think that someone else
had done it. He was going to have to work some
heavy overtime during the next week to make
sure he could pay the balance.

As we walked out of the courthouse, |
offered to give Sid a ride to the restaurant and,
on the way over, | encouraged him to tell his
mom and dad the whole story. Sid had made a
bad decision and would make a few more in his
life, but he has a good heart that has been
transformed by the love of Christ and God is
using him to touch some very special people
whom many would ignore because they haven't
taken the time to get to know them. That's one
of the reasons that | enjoy my friendship with
Sid. He has so much to teach me!

(to be continued)
Yours in Christ,
John



Joys and Concerns

gOd{S‘ pe()ple Shirley, friend of Frances

Andrews, has a health
M problem. Please pray for
improvement.
Linda Cassey's mother
m Judy Cooper recently
pmyei” diagnosed with advanced
cancer. Please keep Judy
) and the family in your
prayers.
Cindy as she undergoes
chemo and recovers from

-~

the effects of surgery.
Carl Abrams recovering from a stroke.

Judy Belk, suffering from MS and three lumbar
and thoracic discs that are pressing against her
lungs; they are inoperable.

George Hall, Sam’s brother as he undergoes
treatment for prostrate cancer.

Sue Batoff, friend of the Steinmetz family, has
ALS. Please add her to your prayer list.

Les Bird in Wallingford for rehabilitation for
difficulty standing up

In Sympathy

Please continue to remember in your prayers
Ellie Young and family, Norene and the
Sredenschek family, and the family of Richard
Rhone.

In Appreciation

Norene and the Sredenschek family thank you
for your many condolences and expressions of
sympathy on the passing of Sreddy. The love
and compassion shown are a true testimony of
the Christian family of Middletown Presbyterian
Church.

Congratulations

e Ashley Kremmel graduated from Penncrest
High School and will be attending
Christopher Newport University in Newport
News, VA in the fall.

e Melissa and Jay Mullins have a second baby
girl born May 26, 2010. Her name is Lily
Jane. Little Lily is Jane Rowley’s great
granddaughter.

e Janet Gemsheim’s granddaughter, Julianna
Marie was born June 12, 2010.

Thanks

| thank all you dear folks who participate in the
Prayer Chain. We have had a very busy

year blessed with several miracles and many
answers to our prayers. If you aren't
participating, you can easily join us by letting me
know, either by an email, phone call, seeing me
at church or with one of the pew cards. We have
email chains or letters to those who prefer to
have a list in writing. My email is
margessaf@yahoo.com and my phone number is
610-499-9269. | hope you will join us and
receive the blessings that have been getting with
great joy.

Margaret Essaf

Travel Back into Bible Times

Vacation Bible School - July 19 thru 23
Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM-12:00 PM
Bring your entire family to ancient Egypt!

We will have a great time with lively songs,
creative crafts, exciting games, Bible stories and
tasty snacks—all of the things that make
Vacation Bible School so much fun for children.

We need extra help as we will be meeting in
the daytime. If you could help part of the time
we would appreciate it. If you would like to
help, please contact me at 610-565-8317 or e-
mail at mpckids@aol.com.

5 Day Club August 9 — 13

This year a special 5 Day Club will be held at
Naomi Bird’s Ceramic Shop in Aston on August
9 thru August 13 at 10:00-12:00 PM.

Children will make a special ceramic item
plus have a Bible story and learn a verse every
day with games. There is a $15 per child cost and
approximately $5 for the ceramic and paint.

Contact Chriss at 610-565-8317 or
MPCkids@aol.com if you are interested in
sending your child.



JULY 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
27 28 29 30 1 2 3
Communion
Thursday
7:30 PM ~ |'i
Worship Service ’J . |
8:00 PM NA Jl‘.}ff:..ce-.
Group Clﬂﬁﬂd
Today
—
Secretary out of
the office
8:00 PM NA
Group
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:00 PM NA No Teens Bible 9:00 AM Health |7:30 PM Seeing [|2:00 PM
~ Group Study today Fair Van Eye Puppy Kussmaul
‘!ﬁ 7:30 PM Training Wedding
F’J . ( Worship Service [8:00 PM NA Rehearsal
=4 ]Offa.cel 8:00 PM NA  |Group
CIOSEd Group
: Today
Communion Sunday HOLIDAY -
No Youth Group today :
9:30 AM Worship Service g:fgtC:)ng\l/los'(\eli
10:30 AM Punch on the Grou
p
Lawn
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Deacons Collection 7:30 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM Teens |(7:30 PM 9:30 AM Mom's [|8:30 AM B &P
9:30 AM Worship Service |Deacon's Meeting [|Children's Bible Study Worship Service [ Club of Media Work Day
10:30 AM Punch on the 8:00 PM NA Ministry 7:30 PM Knit 8:00 PM NA 8:00 PM NA
Lawn Group 7:30 PM Delco |[Night at MPC Group Group
11:00 AM Youth Group Cruiser's Car
2:00 PM Kussmaul Club
Wedding 7:30 PM youth
Ministry
8:00 PM NA
Group
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
NO Youth Group today 9:00 AM VBS No Session 9:00 AM VBS Healing Service 9:00 AM VBS
9:30 AM Worship Service |Program Meeting Today Program 9:00 AM VBS Program
5:00 PM VBS Kickoff 9:00 AM VBS 7:00 PM Teens |[Program
Dinner, All Community Program Bible Study 1:00 PM
Chicken Dinner Worship
Committee
Meeting
7:30 PM
Worship Service
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Healing Service 8:00 PM NA 7:05 PM Phillies |[NO Teens Bible Communion 8:00 PM NA
9:30 AM Worship Service |Group vs Diamondbacks || Study today Thursday Group
10:30 AM Punch on the Ball Game 7:30 PM Knit 7:30 PM
Lawn 7:30 PM Delco [Night at MPC Worship Service
11:00 AM No Youth Group Cruiser's Car 8:00 PM NA
Club Group
8:00 PM NA

Group




AUGUST 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Communion Sunday SHACK SHACK SHACK LEADERSHIP LEADERSHIP
SHACK 8:00 PM NA 8:00 PM NA SUMMIT SUMMIT
9:30 AM Worship Service |Group Group SHACK SHACK
10:30 AM Punch on the 7:30 PM 8:00 PM NA
Lawn Worship Service [Group
8:00 PM NA
Group
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30 AM Worship Service [[10:00 AM CEF |10:00 AM CEF |[10:00 AM CEF [10:00 AM CEF |[10:00 AM CEF
9:30 AM Worship Service [Ceramic Camp Ceramic Camp Ceramic Camp Ceramic Camp Ceramic Camp
10:30 AM Punch on the 7:30 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM Teens |[1:00PM 1&S 7:30 PM Seeing
Lawn Deacon's Meeting |[Children’s Bible Study Meeting Eye Puppy
11:00 AM NO Youth 8:00 PM NA Ministry 7:30 PM Knit 7:30 PM Training
Group today Group 7:30 PM Delco |[Night at MPC Worship Service (8:00 PM NA
Cruiser's Car 8:00 PM NA Group
Club Group
7:30 PM Youth
Ministry
8:00 PM NA
Group
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:30 AM Worship Service [8:00 PM NA 7:30 PM 7:00 PM Teens |[Healing Service 9:30 AM Mom's
11:00 AM Youth Group Group Session Bible Study 7:30 PM Club of Media
8:00 PM NA Worship Service [8:00 PM NA
Group 8:00 PM NA Group
Group
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Healing Service 8:00 PM NA 7:30 PM Delco [NO Teens Bible 7:30 PM 8:00 PM NA
9:30 AM Worship Service |Group Cruiser's Car Study today Worship Service [Group
10:30 AM Punch on the Club 7:30 PM Knit 8:00 PM NA
Lawn 8:00 PM NA Night at MPC Group
11:00 AM Youth Group Group
29 30 31 1 2 3 4

9:30 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Youth Group
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